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( 21 ) 
I].—Home ApMINISTRATION. 


(a)—P olice é 


A correspondent of the Sénti, of the 2nd January, reports that 
some time ago a dacoity was committed at 
Bishnikbali, a village situated near Gharikhali, 
in the Jhenidah sub-division of the Jessore 
district, and asimilar dacoity was committed three days afterwards at Bankira, 
a village in the same sub-division. But the police has not yet succeeded in 
tracing the dacoits. Cases of theft and dacoity have largely increased in 
the sub-division. The attention of the Police authorities is directed to the 
subject. : 
2. The Bangabdst, of the 5th January, says that the opinions of the 
Local Governments on the subject of the re- 
organisation of the Police Department, called 
for by the Government of India, ought to be 


Dacoitiesin the Jhenidah sub-divi- 
sion of the Jessore district. 


The reorganisation of the Police 
Department. a 


- published. 
(6)— Working of the Courts. 


8. The Samaya, of the 4th January, is glad to learn that the High 
ia ers ‘Court has asked Government to increase the 
“ : number of Judicial officers in the mofussil. 
In consequence of the present smallness of 

that number Judicial officers are overworked, the disposal of cases is often 


delayed, and suitors are subjected to great inconvenience. 


(d)\— Education. 


4, Acorrespondent of the Education Gazette, of the 4th January, 

has the following on the subject of the 
rewards examination in the district of My- 
measingh :— 

In the district of Mymensingh, the rewards examination is not conducted, 
-asitis done elsewhere, by Sub-Inspectors of Schools, but by the teachers 
of the middle English and middle vernacular schools in the district. 

The marks obtained by the boys at this examination are sent to the 
District Board by the Sub-Inspectors of Schools, and the District Board 
distributes rewards amongst the gurus in accordance with the result of the 
examination. A month before the date fixed for the examination the Dis- 


The rewards examination in the 
district of Mymensingh. 


necessary information concerning the examination and mentioning all the 
. text-books fixed for the different standards A, B, 0, &c. A set of model 
questions is then sent to the Examiners by the Deputy Inspectors of Schools 
in order to guide the former in the work of setting questions. 
On the day of the examination, however, the Examiners encounter an 
unexpected difficulty. For they find that some of the boys brought up to 
the examination by the gurus have not even touched the standards fixed for 
the examination and that others have studied for a different standard from 
that in which they want to be examined, ll this irregularity springs from 
the anxiety of the gurus to secure for themselves as large a share of the 
rewards offered as possible. They know well that their reward will be in 
proportion to the number of boys which they bring to the examination and 
to the number of boys competing for the higher standard. And that is 
why they often bring boys to the examination who have never read the 
books fixed for it and who do not belong to thtir pathsalas, and also 
induce their own boys to compete for higher standards than those for which 
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( 22 ) 
they have read. As might be expected from this state of things, the result 


of the examination is never in favour of the gurus. And both they and the 
Sub-Inspectors of Schools blame the Examiners for this result. But instead 
of blaming the Examiners, the Sub-Inspectors should henceforward see that 
the gurus do not look upon the examination merely as a means of obtaining 
money from Government, thereby defeating the object for which the exami- 
nation has been established, but do their duty by their pupils by training 
them properly for the examination. / 
5. The Dacca Gazette, of the 7th January, says that many girls of 
_ Dalghat, Kalisahar, and other villages in the 
coimary, examination for girls = district of Chittagong could not appear at the 
oe Primary Scholarship Examination because 


no separate place for their examination was provided at’ the Putea centre 
by the Vice-Onairman of the District Board. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


6. The Navavibhakar Sdédhérani, of the 7th January, says that much 


good may be expected from the establishment.” 
a of Pesokanet Committe like those which 
were established some time ago by Mr. Westmacott. When the Magistrate 
looked after roads, only those village roads were kept clean and in repair which 
he was himself expected to pass in the course of his tours. Things were not 
much better in this respect under the Road Cess Committees. And now, too, 
only those villages in which the members of the Committees and their friends 
reside get good roads. This state of things will be rectitied if Punochayet 
Committees are established for groups of two or three villages each, and those 
Committees receive allotments from the Local or the District Board. Such 
Punchayet Committees will be able to keep village roads and the villages 
themselves in proper order at a small cost. The establishment of such 
Committees will also do much good in another way. These Committees will be 
like training grounds in the villages for learning the art of self-govern- 
ment, and will be thus helpful in the matter of the political education of the 
masses. And when the masses receive elementary political education, Gov- 
ernment will be compelled to grant them a higher form of self-government. . 
than any that now exists. The political education of the upper classes alone - 

will have no effect upon the policy of Government. 
7. The Som Prakdsh, ofthe 7th January, says that for some days 


iwi. the people of Calcutta have been sub- 

: , jected to serious inconvenience in consequence 
of a deficient water-supply by the Calcutta Municipality. The supply has 
become very irregular and intermittent. Whatcan be the cause of this? 
When Calcutta was first supplied with filtered water, the supply was regular 
and the pressure of water uniform throughout day and night. Shortly after, 
both supply and pressue decreased. But people nevertheless got an abundant 
supply of water for three or four boursin the morning and two or three hours 
in the afternoon. But now both supply and pressure are still less. And 
during the last few days the supply might be regarded as having entirely failed. 
As most of the tanks in the town have been filled up by the Municipality, 
people now depend absolutely on the supply of filtered water, and their 
inconvenience can be easily imagined when that supply becomes short or 
stopped. It would, therefore, have been well if, before filling up the tanks, 
the Calcutta Municipality had carefully gauged its own power to supply a. 
large town like Calcutta with filtered water. The filling up of tanks cannot 
be justified by saying that the Municipality has provided water platforms in 
their stead, and that those platforms can-be used when the supply of filtered 


water falls short. For these platforms are used by the lowes: castes, an 
cannot therefore be used by respectable Hindus, 


(= 


Instead of filling up bad tanks, the Municipality should in future 
call upon their proprietors to re-excavate them, and if the proprietors refuse 
to do so, it should get them re-excavated at their cost. 


(f)—Questions affecting the land. 


8, A correspondent of the Bangabdst, of the 5th January, points 

out that the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy 

Tenure-holders under the Bengal Act relating to occupancy ryots are far more 
gupiaed tote favourable to them than those relating to 
tenure-holders are to the latter class of tenants. In fact, rights have been 
conferred by the Act upon occupancy ryots which they did not enjoy before, 
while the Act bas shown scant consideration for tenure-holders. As this has 
made it possible for zemindars to oppress the fenure-holders, the writer 
suggests the desirability of making some provision in the Rent Law recognising 
the rights enjoyed by them under the old Regulations. Section 29 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, relating to the enhancement of an occupancy ryot’s rent 
by contract, subject to the condition that the enhancement must not exceed, by 
more than two annas in the rupee, the rent previously payable; section 34 
relating to enhancement of rent on account of increased productiveness arising 
from fluvial action, subject to the condition that the landlord shall not get more 
than one-half of the value of the net increasein the produce of the land ; 
section 37 restricting the right to bring successive enhancement suits against 
an occupancy ryot; section 48 prescribing the rent limit (50 per cent.) 
recoverable from under-ryots hy occupancy ryots when rentis payable under a 
registered lease or agreement ; and section 183, relating to the usage under 
which an occupancy ryot isentitled to sell his holding without the consent 
of his landlord are all referred to as provisions eminently favourable to 
occupancy ryots. As regards tenure-holders, however, clause 3 of section 7 
of the Act, by prescribing limits to the enhancement of the rent of tenures, 
directs the courts not to leave to the tenure-holder as profit less than ten per 
cent. of the balance which may remain after deducting from the gross rent 
payable to him the expenses of-collection. This is really hard for the tenure- 
holder, The tenure-holder had all along enjoyed the right of disposing of his 
tenure, and Regulation XIX of 1798 also gave him the right to enjoy revenue- 
free, subject to certain limitations, all grants made previous to the 12th 
August 1765, and, where the grant may have been made before the Bengal year 
1178 (A.D. 1771), also the right to hold his land at fixed revenue of only 
half the amount assessed on other revenue-paying lands in the country. That 
is to say, the concession was made to those who had received and remained 
in possession of grants for 24 years back. All this shows that the tenure- 
holders who enjoyed greater rights and privileges under the Regulations are 


entitled to have-some provisions of a favourable nature made for them by 
the legislature. | 


(9) —Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


9. The Schachar, of sais 2nd : sng’! says tas ie Broposed railway 
cae ms ine from Magra to Oulna should, instead of 
hes ie van Deep ee running towards Cutwa at a distance from 
the villages of Bansaberia, Tribeni, Seja, Dumuradaha, Hatkonda, Jirat, 
Balagar, Hatkhola, Somra, Sukbre, Digore, &c., take a due westerly course 
1 proximity to those villages. The cost of constructing a bridge here and 
a bridge there will, it is true, have to be incurred in that case. But the line 
will be a more paying one than if it takes the course which it is proposed to 


give fo it Besides, what is the use of carrying a railway line through 
jungle | 
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( 24 ) 
(4)— General. 


10. With reference to the proposal to entrust the police with the 


duty of reporting on native papers in Bengal, 
ry The, Police and the Repott on 3 has been done. in the North-Western Pro. 
ne ina. ct vinces, the Sdr Sudhanidht, of the 24h 
December, would like to know who proposed this mischievous measure, 
Superior education and ability are required for the work of reporting on 
newspapers. There is notin the Police Department a single man fit to 
discharge that duty faithfully. The Police carinot properly perform theit 
legitimate duty, and it would be foolish to entrust them with duty for which 
they are unfit by nature and education. 


11. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 27th December, says that it would be 


foolish on the part of Government to expect 
panes, Police and the Report-on Native tq get a correct report of the views of the 


| native press from the police. Police officers 
are unfit to discharge so important a duty as reporting on native papers. 


12. The Arydoarta, of the 29th December, says that great inconve- 


nience is experienced by the ; 
Currency notes. per y public On account 


of currency notes of one circle not being 
accepted in another. It would be better to make currency notes bearing 


the signature of the Controller-General of India acceptable in all circles 
alike. 


18. A correspondent of the Hindu Ranjikd, of the 2nd January, says 


that the Ghoramara post-office building in 
ue post-office in Baj- Raishahye has been considerably damaged by 


the recent earthquake, and has become unfit 
for use. It is rumoured that the post-office will be removed to Rani- 


bazar. But the Ghoramara post-office is located at the local thana, and 
there is thus absolute security for it at present at that place. It should not 
therefore be removed to an insecure place. The best thing to do would be 
to construct a building for the post-office on the land lying on the west of 


the thana in the prostitutes’ quarter. Purna Baboo, the Superintendent ‘of 
post-offices, is requested to consider this proposal. 


14. The Sulabh Samachar and Kushdaha, of the 4th January, in 


_ quoting the following from Her Majesty's 

The Qasun sad ber Ince Sa epeceh, -# My at a hate have me 
general quiet and prosperity, and the disturbances in the Black Mountains 
aud Sikkim. have terminated without difficulty. The rebellion of Ishak 
Khan, which at one time threatened to become formidable, has been entirely 
subdued,” says that this shows how matters are misrepresented to the Queen 
by her advisers. These advisers of the Queen do not care to get any other 
information regarding India, except such as relates to wars and disturban- 
ces. Such rose-coloured views as are expressed in the Queen’s speech 
regarding India’s peace and prosperity often mislead the English people and 
the English Parliament. In bis reply to the farewell address presented 
to him by the Bombay Municipality, Lord Dofferin too made capital for 


himself by representing India as being in a state of profound peace and 


age general prosperity. But the value of the statement should be judged 


y the fact that precisely at the moment when Lord Dufferin was leaving the 
shores of India a force of 1,500 men was marching against the hill tribes of 
Chittagong. It is a matter of regret that the people of India have no 


now of informing their much-respected Queen-mother of their real cone 
ition. 


3 


-= 
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15. The same paper issorry to hear that Government contemplates ® xy Sutsoms & 
passing a law requiring authors to furnish it Jan. ath, isss. 
Purchase of books by Government. ith copies of their works free of charge. It 
is the duty of the ruler to foster literature by encouraging native authors. 
It is therefore hoped that Sir Steuart Bayley, the popular Governor of 
Bengal, will not deprive native authors of the very small patronage which 
they now enjoy at the hands of Government. 

16. The Prajd Bandhu, of the 4th January, says that the publishers 
of new books are now required to sell three 
7 copies of those books to Government. But 
it is now proposed by Government that publishers should supply it with 
books free of charge. In French Chandernagore publishers are required to 
present seven copies of their books gratis to Government. 

17. The Sanjtvdnt, of the 5th January, quotes the following remarks 
of the Hindu Patrioé newspaper—* The less 
number of stills wouldimply a reduced supply, 
‘and no amount of craving for drink could make up for the deficiency; but 
reduced capacity of vats and stills without a limit to their number would be 
only an incentive to the evil,’ and observes that the Patriot does not know 
that it is sought to regulate the manufacture of liquor at the outstills by 
limiting both the number and the capacity of vats and stills. A real reduc- 
tion of the capacity of fermenting vats, if it is possible to effect it, is the only 
means of putting an end to the evils of the outstill system. But the regula- 
tion of vats, as conducted at present, is perfectly useless for this purpose. 
For it can be proved by actual experiment as well as by mathematical 
demonstration that brewers can produce more than the regulation quantity 
of liquor in vats with reduced capacities. To those who know the real 
process of liquor manufacture in the outstills, Government's boast of having 
reduced the capacities of stills will appear to be a perfectly idle one. 

18. The same paper thus combats the views expressed by the Jndian 


Naiton newspaper in an article on temperance 
The Indian Nation on the outstill agitation in India :-— 


aioe 1. The Indian Nation says that drunk- 
enness has not increased under the British rule, that wine was largely used 
in ancient India, and that in the remote past liquor was cheaper than at 
present. But there is apparently no authority for making such positive 
and definite statements as these. Neither Dr. Rajendralala Mitra’s 
celebrated paper on the use of wine in ancient India, nor anything that 
can be found in Sanskrit literature, warrants the statement that in ancient times 
wine was as freely used as itis now. On the other hand, there is evidence 
to show that drunkenness has increased since the establishment of British 
rule in this country. The Magistrate of the 24-Pergunnahs and four other 
District Magistrates stated in 1802 that, though drunkenness was not at that 
time so great as it was before 1791, still it was clear that the consumption 
of liquor had increased since the introduction of British laws and regulations 
in this country. They also stated that, as drunkenness was punished in 
former times, people could not indulge freely in wine with impunity, as they 
were then doing. = r 
2. That a bottle of wine formerly sold for two annas, is, in the opinion 
of the Indian Nation, sufficient proof that there was great drunkenness 
~before the establishment of English rule. Granted; but how will the Zndéan. 
Nation interpret the fact that the present outstill liquor can be had at two 
pice a bottle,* and that the Board ef Revenue has itself directed that liquor 
be sold at one anna per bottle? det das Ce eta 
_ 8. That liquor of various descriptions was manufactured in ancient 
times is a fact which, in the opinion of the Zndian Nation, means that the 
number of drinkers was very large in those days. But many kinds of liquor 
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BanGaBas! 
Jan. Sth, 1889 


( 26 ) 


does not primd facie mean many drinkers: it simply means many kinds of liquor 
and nothing more. It may also possibly mean different kinds of iquor made 
for medicinal or other special purposes. But without very cleur independent 
evidence that the number of drinkers was very large, it cannot be made to 
mean what outstill liquor with the facts ascertained in connection with it 
means—a large number of drinkers. ae 
4, The Indian Naticn is perfectly right in saying that religious and 
social discipline was a check upon drunkenness in former times and that the 
resent increase of drunkenness is due to a relaxation of that discipline, 
ut if he really holds this view, is he not bound to admit that Government 
has acted most improperly by allowing the establishment of outstills without 
first seeing that social and religious discipline iad increased in rigour? 
The ZJndian Nation may defend this action of Government, but the public 


5. No one ever said that Englishmen have introduced the evil practice 
of drinking among the people of India. What people say is that drunken- 
ness is daily increasing under English rule, vhat it is in the power of Govern- 
ment to reduce the consumption of liquor, and that Government does not 
move in the matter for fear of loss of revenue. 

6. The Indian Nation’s view of the increase of abkari revenue is not a 
correct one. It is nothing more or less than Lord Dufferin’s view, expressed 
in bis famous outstill despatch, namely, that the increase of the abkan 
revenue does not mean increased consumption of liquor, but suppression of 
illicit distillation and increased duty on. liquor. The Nation has brought 
forth no facts or figures in support of this view. 

7. The Zndian Nation considers the excise revenue to be an insigni- 
ficant part of the Government revenue. But the excise revenue forms a 
third part of the entire revenue of Bengal. Insignificant indeed ! 


19. Baboo Nilkanta Siddhanta, of Nalhati, in Murshidabad, writing 


3 in the same paper, says that he had deposited 
ee sume’ of des in the pfew sense: 
Postal Savings Bank. In March last, he applied to the Postmaster of 
Azimgunge to tranefer his account to the Nalhati Post Office, and deposited 
his pass-book with him for that purpose. After a month the Postmaster 
informed him that his account could not be transferred until the interest 
due on account of last year had been entered in the -pass-book. In 
May or June, the writer again applied to the Postmaster to transfer his 
account, and the pass-book was returned to him in August last with the 


following endorsement :—‘* Account closed and transferred to the Nalhati Post 


Office.” But this fact was not communicated to the Postmaster of Nalhati, 
and so no account was opened in his office. The matter was brought to 
the notice of the Postmaster-General in the beginning of November last, 
but no reply has yet been received from him. It isa matter of regret that 
the authorities have not yet taken any notice of such gross irregularity on 
the part of its subordinates. The correspondent has got tired of making 


representations on the subject, and has at last in despair communicated the 
facts to this newspaper. 


20. A correspondent of the Bangabdsi, of the 5th January, says that 
i caida though Amirpur is situated ata distance of 
; only four or five miles from Khulna, mails are 


not regularly delivered in that village. It is hoped that the Postal authorities 
will remove this inconvenience of the villagers. oo | 


21. A correspondent of the same paper asks the Commissioner of the 
The ryots of Bagri near Garbetta in Burdwan Division, who has been deputed by 


the Lieutenant-Governor to enquire into the 
cause of the dispute between the ryots and the zemindars of Bagri village. 


( 87:2) 


situated in the Garbetta sub-division of the Midnapore district, to enquire 
into the following points:—-_——- 


(1).—Whether or not’ indigo is sown in those lands of the ryots 
which are intended for cultivation of sugarcane, jawar, 
khera, kala, and other crops. 3 

(2).—Whether or not cattle belonging to the refractory ryots are 
sent to cattle-pounds by zemindars. : 

(3).—Whether or not Makrai tenures are converted into Dou! 
tenures. 


99, The Navavibhakar cera * the 7th J agg says that ihe w SADMARAMT, 
overne contemplated law requiring authors to supply Jan. 7th, 1889. 
_— wpecatiedts Goratnient with mile af their works free 
of charge will effect no saving worth thinking of, and will only bespeak 
meanness on the part-of Government. 

93. The Som Prakash, of the 7th January, says that a spirit of mean Pe ae 
parsimony is gradually taking possession of ~—— | 
Government. It has so long taken three 
copies of every book published in the country and paid for the same. But 
it now proposes to take books without paying for them. It was never 
dreamt that the desire to save money would become so strong with 
Government. 

94. The same paper says that the practice of oppression in connection 
with the assessment of the income-tax is atill 
not uncommon in this country. The tax has, 

in many cases, been known to be assessed upon sums of money exceeding 
by far the real incomes of the assessees. It is therefore desirable that the 
assessing officers should be religious men or men of character and principle; 
and the more so, when it is considered that more than 85 lakhs of rupees 
are collected from persons numbering a little over 100,000. Again, it would 
have been something if this large sum had been spent on works of public 
utility. But no, the people must bear the burden of this tax simply because 
their late Governor-General of India was a thoughtless ruler. It would also 
have been some comfort to them to have known that their painful con- 
tributions in the shape of this tax were replenishing the empty coffers of 
Government. But no, not even that comfort is theirs. They therefore 
consider it to be their duty to protest against the tax. 

(25. The Dainik and Samdchdér Chaydrikd, of the 9th January, says "7x, Ssxsoms 
ee | that there have been in existence for some Jan. 9th, 1829, 
money try improvement with borrowed time laws authorising the Provincial Govern- 

ments to assist with loans of money ryots and 

zemindars in times of distress, and Municipalities and District and Local 
Boards in the execution of works of public utility, or for effecting sanitary 

| Improvement. But for some reason or other full effect has not been up to 
this time given to these laws; and the Government of India, it is stated, 

| 18 now thinking how best to give effect to them. The new cry for sanitation, 
which has been raised in the country, has also made it necessary for Govern- 
ment to reconsider the whole subject of advancing loaus for the prosecution 

| of sanitary works in towns and municipalities. Now the question to be 
asked here is, how are these loans, which will be advauced by Government, 
to be repaid by those who will receive them? There is no anxiety on this 
head as regards ryots and zemindars, because they will not be compelled to 
take these. loans, and they will not take them if they feet‘ umable to 
repay them. But the case looks serious in regard to Municipalities and 
the District and Local Boards. ‘In the name of sanitation, these bodies will 
be called upon to do lots of things for which they will have to borrow 


large sums of money ftom Government, And to repay these lodus -they 


Purchase of books by Government, 


The income-tax. 
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will be obliged to levy new taxes on the people. But even new taxes will 
not in all cases bring in the required money, and. s0 many municipalities 
will remain for ever inextricably involved in debt. . a7 i 

As there will be practically no limit to what is called town improvement 
of the kind which Municipalities and Boards will be called upon to effect, 
one does not know where the liabilities of those bodies will end. 

The proposal of Government that it will not advance money for any 
work which will not repay interest at the rate of 4 per cent. is a good one, 
but it has been objected to by some Anglo-Indian papers on the ground that 
it will prevent many District and Local Boards from taking loans. These 
Anglo-Indian writers perhaps want to see all the District and Local Boards 
involved in debt, and all their members reduced to a state of insolvency. 
Sanitation is a good thing, no doubt. The sanitary improvement of towns 
and villages is certainly desirable. But everything is not improvement 
which the Anglo-Indians and the “ Baboos” call improvement. In fact, 
much that is improvement in their eyes is nothing more or less than costly. 
luxury. And it will certainly be most improper to make the poor people of 
this country pay in order that town and village may contribute to the 
luxurious living of a few Anglo-Indians or anglicised Baboos. 


II].— LEGISLATIVE. 


SULABH SAMACHAR 26. The Sulabh Samdchdr and Kushdaha, of the 4th J anuary, 1s 


an, Ath, 1889. ae es | glad to find that Rajah Durga Charan Laha 

a pehenewebccamiads has addressed himeelf to the _lcar question 
of having a provision made in the new Railways Bill for latrine accommoda- 
tion in third class carriages. Third class passengers also suffer serious 
inconvenience for want of waiting-rooms atthe railway stations. There are 
waiting-rooms for first and second class passengers, but third class passengers 
are exposed to all the inclemencies of the weather on the open platforms, 
The new law should provide for waiting-rooms at all the principal railway 
stations for the accommodation of third class passengers. 


IV.—Native States. K 
NaVAVIBHAKAR, 


capaahamt, 27. The Navavibhadkar Sddhérant, of the 7th January, referring to the 


Jan. 7th, 1889. i la Government's order that: the fees of doctors 
— who will hereafter attend upon native - princes 
or sirdars will be fixed by Government, asks, why should poor doctors alone 


be placed under such restrictions when everybody is plundering the native 
princes ? 


V.—PRosPEcts oF THE Crops AND ConDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


Buarat Mitra, 28. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 20th December, says that the northern 
Dec. 20th, 1888. 


isis i Wialitaah. part of Behar having been threatened with 

famine, Government ordered the construction 

of a railway line from Sitamarhi to Mozufferpore as a relief work. But a 

shower of rain having in some measure improved the agricultural outlook, 
the survey work has been stopped. This action of the authorities has — 
been most impolitic, and if no relief work is soon opened, a large 


number of people will suffer from starvation in the months of Falgun and — 
Chaitra. | ! 


Page 29. <A correspondent of the Bangabdst, of the 5th January, says that 
oe pergunnahs Amarshi, Bagapur, Bhuinamutha, 

, The contiion, of sore eee? and Pataspur, in the district of Midnapore, 

have been under water for the last five 

months. Only a six-anna portion of the accumulated water has evaporated, — 


( 20 ) 

‘t is doubtful. whether there will be complete evaporation till the month 
oP Beishak of Jaistha. The whole. tract’ has been devastated,and: the 
standing crops’ have been destroyed. The condition of the people has 
consequently become very miserable. The people can commence cultivation 
‘¢ the main /hal/ known as the Bashada khall and the ‘halle for letting out 
the water of the pergunnahs are re-excavated and new khalls and embank- 
ments are constructed. It is rumoured that the Commissioner of the 
Burdwan Division will pay a visit to Midnapore. If he kindly inspects the 
wretched condition of the people of these pergunnahs and makes arrange- 
ments for letting out the accumulated water, they will feel grateful to him. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


90, Al Punch, of the 24th December, gives a cartoon in which At Ponox, 
the Government of “Tndia, a huge elephant, °° #1 
— ~~~—f represented in the act-of-dashing upon the. _ 
ground a puny man, called the National Congress, and as exclaiming— 
| Fellow! You have been tormenting me for a long time, and have taken 
me for a stupid animal which is unable to see through your tricks. Now, 
take your reward !” | ie 
31. Referring to the fines of Rs. 50 and ‘Rs. 60 recently imposed gg ™ 
on two goalas by the Joint-Magistrate of 
pee pein ar Sealdah for resorting to the practice of 


phooka, the Srimanta Saddgar, of the 24th December, makes the following 
observations :— . 


Such fines are no punishment at all for the goalas of Calcutta, who 
make more money than _ people imagine by practising their villainous craft ! 
That goalas guilty of practising phooka get off so easily is because the country 
is governed not by Hindu Kings but by the English, A Hindu King 
would have cut off the ears and noses of such miscreants and then expelled 
them from his dominions. This practice of phooka is not only a most cruel 
practice, but it is also of so revolting a nature as to outrage one’s sense of 
decency. Englishmen have provided heavy punishments for unnatural 
offences; but this most obnoxious and unnatural practice of phooke 
is not apparently a serious offence in their eyes. | ) 

32. Referring to the Patna Missionary case, the Hindu Ranjika, of 

is Sia atin the 2nd January, asks all Hindus not to allow 

peer Poe the teachers employed by the Zenana Mission 

to teach the female members of their families. Hindus should take a lesson 
from the proceedings of the Patna Missionaries in the case referred to. _ 

03. Referring to the execution of Suddhabodha Bhattacharyya, the 

: game paper observes as follows :—Lord 
Bhattckerne’? of Suddhabodhs Tansdowne must have made his entry into 
: Calcutta at an inauspicious hour, or the 
slaughter of a Brahmin by Government would not have taken place at the 
very outset of his administration. 

04. The Sahachar, of ihe 2nd J gp nghabooy following on the 

She Cansintstaniinne subject of. the: recent Congress meeting at 
pam menting eh ARieel.> ee ein ee 

Considering the opposition shewn to the Congress by Sir Syed Ahmed 
and the officials of Government, many people had thought that the atten- 
Hance at the Congress would be small. But, as a matter of fact, the 
attendance has been much larger than in any previous year. The Congress’ 
las innumerable enemies; and there are many who, though not’enemies of 

he Congress, yet condemn it as a hollow and unsubstantial movement. 
early the whole official body is against it. These enemies and ¢ritics:of 
he Congress unite in saying that the Congress wants to subvert British: 


a 


sa] 


( 30 ) 


rule in India. The writer would have been glad if these men had been 
present atthe Congress at Allahabad. For then, the loyalty, moderation 
and gravity which characterised the proceedings of the Congress would 
surely have moved their hearts and induced them to frame a correct estimate 
of its aizas and objects. | 

Reference 1s then made to the speech of Mr. Yule, the President of 
the Congress, and the question is asked, will not that speech bring many 
anti-Oongress Englishmen to their senses? As Mr. Yule pointed out in the 
course of that speech, the people of India are now asking of civilised 
England only those rights which her own people asked of their King 
Edward I 600 years ago. And if Englishmen were fit to receive those rights 
600 years ago, are not the people of India fit to receive them now? 

One of the principal demands of the Congress is the reconstitution of 
the Viceregal Council ona representative basis. Say what the Editor of 
the Pioneer and others like him may, the Congress does not demand anything 
more. And will the anti-Congressists lay their hands on their hearts and say 
that this demand of the Congress is really so very unreasonable and that - 
the Indians are still unfit to have the right of representation in the 
Viceregal Council allowed to them ? 2 

Is it reasonable, after all, that the laws by which 25 crores of human 
beings will be governed should be framed only by a handful of Englishmen? 
If not, what can be more reasonable than that the people of the country, who 
will be affected by such laws, should have a hand in the framing thereof ? 

Next comes the* question whether or not the people have in their 
midst men competent enough to represent them in the Viceregal Council. 

The answer is easy enough. Are not men like Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, 
like the man, that is, who is considered fit even by the English Liberals 
to stand as their representative in the British Parliament, fit to sit in the 
Viceregal Council as representatives of their own countrymen ? 

There can be no doubt that the spirit of moderation and loyalty 


in which the Congress is doing its work will ultimately conquer all its 
enemies. | 

All sections of the Indian community displayed equal enthusiasm in 
the work of the Congress, and not even the Mahomedans, as a Mahomedan’ 
barrister admitted, had any objection to join the Congress. Many of the 
officials of Government sympathise with it, and have given subscriptions in 
its aid. And fear alone prevents them from publicly joining it. Delegates 
came even from Aligurh. And it is hoped that, by the time the next 
Congress is held, not one man in the country will have any objection to it. 

The Hon’ble Pundit Ayodhyanath’s speech moved to tears even the 
determined enemies of the Congress, while Mr. Yule’s speech gave the 
clearest evidence of the loyalty which marks the demands of the Congress. 
It is for these reasons hoped that Her Majesty the Queen and the English 


Parliament will without delay grant the demands of the Congress. 
Susasar & Pataka, 35. The Surabhé and Patdkd, o 


Jan. 3rd, 1889. 
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. f Ba ae January, says that ue 
i _ almost unlimited power and influence with 
Rs Magistrate of Raj- which boy civilians, upon their arrival in India, 


_ find themselves suddenly invested, turn thei | 
heads, and they soon begin to look about them with an air of lordly con- 


tempt. Mr. Phillips, Magistrate of Rajshahye, is one of these boy civilians, 
— and he has the characteristic infirmity of his class. Nay, he has even out 
done his class in this respect. He has written a book for the purpose of 
teaching law to the Judges of the High Court. This is like the child’ 
attempt to teach the grey-haired man and of the spinster to lecture in’ the 


art of rearing children. Will not exhibitions of this kind on the part’ of 
boy civilians induce Government to increase the age limit for the Civil 
Service Examination ? : on )} op 


( 81°) 


36. The same paper, referring to the dis- som & Parcs, 
tribution of New Year’s Day titles, observes as = 4 4, 188°. 
follows — a 


At the New Year’s distribution of honours, many deserving men have 
been overlooked and many undeserving men have obtained honours. 


- Baboo Pratap Chandra Raya, Publisher and Translator (?) of the Maha- 
tharata, has become a C.I.E., the eame, that is, that the honoured Pundit 
Isvara Chandra Vidyasagar received! Baboo Sasisekharesvar Raya of 
Tahirpur has received the title of Raja. The title is rightly received. : 
- $7. The same paper says that, until the causes which prevent Lanca- Scnssaré Patara 
shire goods from successfully competing with 
the products of the Bombay mills are removed, 
the extension of the English Factory Law to this country will do Lancashire 


men no good. These causes are three in number :— 


(1) Larger freight which Lancashire men have to pay for the trans- 
port of their goods—As India is nearer than England 
to the countries to which both the Lancashire and 
Bombay goods are exported, transport charge on Bombay 
goods is less than that on Lancashire goods. Consequently 
Lancashire fabrics cost more than Indian fabrics. 

(2) Toe unfavourable rate of exchange.—This is a source of 
inconvenience from which India, by reason of her silver 
currency, is entirely free. But it is felt to the fullest 
degree by Lancashire men who have to pay their workmen 
in gold. 

(3) The quality of the Lancashire fabrics. 

In the first place, the actual length of these fabrics is found to be shorter 
than their indicated length. Cloth marked ‘10. yards” is found to measure 
only 9 yards. Jn the second place, these fabrics are ofa flimsy quality. 
It is for this reason that in Japan and elsewhere Indian fabrics are often 
preferred to Lancashire fabrics. 

It is hoped that Government will pay no heed to the selfish demand 
of Lancashire for the extension of the English Factory Law to this 
country. 

38. The same paper compares ages s ane ry . ee - 

ais a yagna (sacrifice) :—At this sacrifice, the 
ee sutal sound produced by the voices of the 
sacrificers terrified and stupified the aityas and the Ddnavas. In what other 
sacrifice were the same Mantras chanted in one strain by sacrificers from 
the spacious region extending from the feet of the snow-capped Himalaya 
to the sea coast bordering the country of Dravida, from the mountainous 
bank of the Sind to the wooded bank of the Brahmaputra, from sandy 
Kutch to mountainous Rangamati ? os } 

Bare presence at this sacrifice was needed to banish the distrust, the 
doubt, and the hatred which some people once cherished against it. As for 
those who have not seen it and who therefore still cherish a feeling of 


- {he New Year's Day titles. 


The English Factory Law in India. 


SunaBar & Paraka. 
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enmity towards its, verily, they are objects of pity! , 

39. The Sulabh Samachdr and Kushdaba. of the 4th January, does 

iteetti akeaninec not agree with Lord Dofferin in thinkin 

re that the poorer people of this country. shoul 
emigrate to foreign countries and islands. It is true that the population 
of India has largely increased, and that many among them must suffer the 
pangs of poverty, unless they settle in thinly inhabited tracts. But they 
need not, at present, go out of India for this purpose. There are still many 
tracts in India, especially in Bengal and Assam, which can be made suit- 
able human habitations, and a very large number of people can go and 
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live thére in comfort, Some time ago’ Baboo Debi Prasanna Boy Chaudhuri, 
editor of the. Wabya Bharat, wrote a very‘eensible article on the subject, 
He said that: Of all the aboriginal races of India, the Khashias were the 
bravest, the fairest, and the most intelligent and civilised, and that: if the 
Bengalis established marriage relations with them and settled in. their 
country, the habitable area available for their use would largely increase, 
and a race would spring from the mixture which. would be one of the 
fairest, bravest, and most intelligent in the country. The vast uninhabited 
tracts in the Sonthal Pergunnahs may also be converted into happy homeg 
for a very large number of poor people. ace pages aN eee 
40. The Arya Derpan, of the 4th January, says that in spite of the 
: ‘unfavourable remarks of Lord Dnofferin and 
Mesrstinn: ac siamese the vehement attacks of the Poimeer news. 
paper, the fourth National Congress, held at Allababad, has been a complete 


success. Nearly 1,500 delegates from different parts of India and 5,000 


spectators were present at the sittings of the Congress, and a large number 
of European ladies and gentlemen also watched its proceedings with Keen 
interest. And every one was struck with the gravity, the moderation, and 
the loyalty which characterised the whole sitting. If the enemies of the Con- 
gress had witnessed its proceedings, all feelings of hostility to it would have 
been banished from their minds, The enemies of the Congress movement 
say that it is the object of that movement to subvert British rule in India, 
‘This is an error of the grossest kind conceivable. The proceedings of the 
Congress at Allahabad make it perfectly clear that its object is to strengthen 
British rule in India, and to create greater loyalty in the hearts of the people 
of India. And what is the National Congress? It is an association of 
men enlightened by western culture, who know well enough that their 
importance and their enlightenment are due to British rule, and who 
cannot on that account even think of subverting the British Government. 
All that the congressists want is that the educated men of this count 
should have a voice in the government of the country. They wish with 
all their heart that Englishmen should rule the country without experiencing 
any difficulty. They wish that British rule in India should, by the grace of God, 
become permanent. And they also wish that in administering this country} 
Englishmen should take the advice of those natives whom they themselves 
have educated. ‘This wish of thecongressists is perfectly legitimate. It is 
also the natural and spontaneous outcome of British policy in India. And 
it will not therefore consist with British policy in India not to allow the 
educated Indian to take a part 10 the administration of his country. 
41. The Praja Bandhu, : the 4th January, has the following 
On the success of the recent Congress at 
sie sie _ Allahabad :— , : 
All through last year the Congress fought its battles. Some very great: 
men were amongst its enemies. The late Viceroy declared himself 


against it, and the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces 
also did his best to discredit it. : 


_ Besides these two men, a great many Secretaries and Under-Secretaries, 
Political Agents, Magistrates of districts, and a large number of Europeans, 


both official and non-official, were ranged against it. They even attempted 


to cause disunion in the ranks of the congressists by setting on azainst them 


men like Sir Syed Ahmed, Munshi Nawal Kisora, Raja Siva Prasad, and 


others. But, alas, all this came to nothing ! 
7 = 42. The Samaya, of the 4th January, 

Congress mavoment, e*Per om the characterises the attitude of the Bangabast 
newspaper towards the Congress movement 

as that of a mean and uninformed enemy. 
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48. The Sanjtoent, of theSth January, in criticising the proceedings 
‘The SakMsawiti mela and the Of the’ Salhioameti meta, lately held: at - the 
Hethnne College Committee, Bethane-College, observes as follows: 

The object of the mea is to encourage artistic talent in native women 
and to awaken a taste for the fine arts in’ the female visitors of the mela. 
But only a ‘very small’ number of works of art were exhibited’ at’ the 
mela, and of that small number the majority were’ not useful works of’ art, 
as they should have been, but fancy works. With'a little more’ effort, thé 
promoters of the mela could undoubtedly have made a far larger: collec- 
tion of articles of female workmanship. It is also to be régretted that 
the promoter of the mela also made’ it merély a gay and gala affair like 
the Nowrcja hats of the old Mogul Emperors. shee SE 

fhe amusements indulged in' at the mela were of a description cal- 
culated to excite serious apprehensions in the writer's mind. The theatrical 
performance got up onthe occasion and the enthusiasm with which schoot 
girls of tender age took part in it constituted a feature of the mela at once 


prominent and painful. The gitls of both the College and School Depart- 


ments of the Bethune College’ laid aside their books in order to prepare 
themselves for the performance. And nothing could‘be more pernicious than’ 
that P | | 

The theatre has ruined, and is still ruining, Bengali boys, and if Bengali 
girls too take to playing and singing and dancing on the stage, the decent 
and well-ordered Bengali homes will erelong’lose all their simple charm and’ 
respectability. The Bethune College Committee. have grtievously’ erred 
in permitting the Sikhisamtit to hold a’ theatrical performance‘ on‘ the 
College premises. Already the public’ are far’ from being well disposed 
towards the Bethune College, and if the pupils of the institution are allowed 
to take part in theatrical performances, the College will become still’ more’ 
unpopular. And it will be no wonder if the fact of some of’ its mistresses’ 
being connected with the mela gives rise to the’ impression” in the public 
mind that the Bethune College is a nursery of improper tastes and desires.” 

Theatrical performances of this kind are also calculated to do immense 
mischief to Hindu society by creating a thirst for theatrical amusements’ 
a thirst which, failing other means, may be satisfied by’ visiting unholy’ 
theatrical establishments. | 


The Congress movement. 44. The Bangabist, of the bth J anuary, 


Bab gives the following advice to’ the congreéssist 
adus :—= 


(1). The Congress should be composed of men representing different 
8, professions and communities, instead of being composed of delegates 


from different places. If it had been constituted upon this principle, 


Lord Dufferin could not have taunted . the congressists with being a 


“ microscopic minority,” and Sir Syed Ahmed and the Raja of Bhinga could 
not have said of the movement that it is not a national or representative 


trade 


movement. It may not be-easy to change the constitution of the Congress’ 
in the way suggested. But it is nevertheless true that so long as this is 
hot done, the Congress cannot be regarded as a nationwé Congress, and Lotd 
Wufferin’s characterisation of it will remain substantially correct. Pe pot 
_« (~):, So long as there are in thiscountry different communities with 
different interests, Government cannot act upon or listen to the advice of 
any one community to the exclusion of the rest. If the Congress is to ‘be 
4 representative assembly authorised to counsel Government, i¢ must, 
therefore, consist of real representatives of the different Indian communities. 
Many Hindus now attend the Congress, but most of them ate mere Baboo 
aud not one of them goes there'as a real tepresentative.of the. Hindus: . Po 
be'a real representative’ of the Hindus,’ one’ niust be not only a Hindu by 
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birth, but a Hindu in both profession and practice. Healone, in fact, can 
be a real representative of the Hindas who is known to be a Hindu’ in 
Hindu society, who isa man of influence in that society, who is well 
versed in the Hindu sastras, and who has the courage and the inclination to 
oppose un-Hindu proposals and the advocacy of un-Hindu practices. And 
similar qualifications are needed in representatives of other trades, professions 
and communities. A Congress so composed will be able to arrive at trust- 
worthy conclusions as to what should be done for the benefit or welfare of the 
several communities. And a Congress so composed will render misrepresen- 
tation and stump oratory impossible. If representatives of the different 
trades, professions and communities possessing qualifications of the kind 
described above cannot be found, it must be declared thatthe time 
has not yet come forthe organisation of a national Congress in this country, 
and that so long as the Congress remains constituted as at present, it 
will be a Congress not of the nation, but of the Babus alone. — 

45. Thesame paper refers to the charge of corruption brought 
The Englishman newspaper on against the native press by the editor of the 
the native press. : 
offer of a bribe made to him by a native pleader, and boldly affirms that no 
such offer is ever made to native newspapers, and that the pleader in 
question could not have offered a bribe to the Englishman if he had not 
known the Anglo-Indian press to be a corrupt one. Everybody has heard 
of Government's alleged pruposal to buy over the Anglo-Indian press, and 
many must undoubtedly remember the scandalous and corrupt practices 
of English newspapers revealed in England in the course of the inquiry 
into the Nawab Nazim’s affairs. Such scandals have never been heard of 
in connection with native papers, and everybody knows that the native 


editors promptly declined the offer of pecuniary rewards made to them at. 


the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi. 
46. The Navavibhdkar Sddhérant, of the 7th January, says that the 


ee tributed so much as 45 thousand. rupees 
towards the expenses of the last Congress should teach Government that it 


canno longer safely trifle with them. These annual gatherings of the 
Congress have created a stir all over the country, so that the people as a.. 


body are gradually coming to know what the Congress is, and many. are 
labouring to makeita success. But the best work yet done by the Congress 
is the establishment of a political agency in England. That the establishment 
of this agency is calculated to deal a deathblow to undue Anglo-Indian 
ascendency in India is shown by the fact that immediately after its establish- 
ment Lord Dufferin and Sir Auckland Colvin, who had been till then 
patting the Congress on the back, suddenly changed their attitude towards 
it and sent their poisoned shafts flying against it. Another very satisfactory 
feature of the Congress is the silent and dignified contempt with which it 
has treated the aspersions of its enemies, | 


47. The same paper complains that titles are not bestowed by. 


Government with discrimination, and that the 
higher honours, such as K.C.8.1., are more 
lavishly bestowed upon Englishmen than upon natives. While Mr. Cunnin- 
ham has received the K.cs.1., his senior on the Bench of the High Court, 
r. Justice Romesh Chandra Mitter, has not been granted that honour. 


The New Year's Day honours. 


It is also strange that no Pundit has been found wortby to receive the - 


newly-founded title “‘ Mahamahopadhyaya. ” 


48. The Som Prakdsh, of the 7th January, says that the recent 


meeting of the Congress at Allahabad is 
re oo calculated to raise tne hope that if the 


Englishman newspaper in consequence of the: 


fact that the poor people of India have con- ~ 


: 
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a due regard for justice 


supporters of the Congress perform their work with a ie we 


and equality, the movement will become a. really useful 


Unrya Parzns. 


49, The Uria and Navasamvdd, of the 12th December, informs the 
authorities that a Jarge number of Oabulees, 
whose whereabouts and objects are unknown, 
have been found to frequent the town of Balasore. It therefore requests 
the police to keep a sharp eye upon them. 


50. Referring to the speech of Lord Dufferin at St. Andrew's dinner, 
psa Detbisin dn this Centiens the Samvdd Bahtkd, of the 20th December, 
‘ makes the following observations :— 


‘Really the advice given by Lord Dufferin is very good. The 
National Congress ought to attend to the five important wants of the 
Indian community pointed out by His Excellency. ” 

Lord Dufferin on the Congress. 51. The Uikal Dipikéa, of the 99nd De- 


cember, makes the following remarks on the 


Cabulees in the town of Balasore. 


same subject :-— 


“Lord Dufferin was himself aware that his remarks would produce a 
ainful sensation in the minds of the educated natives of India. Consequently, 
His Excellency tried his best to minimise their effect by holding out 
encouragement to them. The assurance of His Excellency that he has 
suggested certain reforms to the Secretary of State in certain directions is 
no doubt calculated to do us good. The Qongress is working in the same 
direction ; hence His Excellency has helped the Congress movement. 


“Tn our opinion, Lord Dufferin’s speech has really done good to the. 


Congress. It is no doubt complimentary to that national body that the 
greatest officer in the Indian Empire has taken notice oftheir action. The 
Viceroy having pointed out certain sbortcomings of the National Congress, 


that body ought to take note of the same, and mend its course in future 
accordingly * * .. s..; 8 * * * 


“The National Congress is a new institution in this country, and cannot 
therefore be expected to be perfect in all its parts. Instead of being 
disgusted at the very name of the Congress, the authorities ought to 
look upon it with an indulgent eye. We think Lord Dufferin’s criticism 
_ of the Congress and of the educated natives was made in a friendly spirit. 


* @ % % % * .. 


At the same time we must state that Lord Dufferin was mistaken in some 


of his remarks regarding the Congress. His Excellency did not attack the 
Congress in the manner of Sir Syed Ahmed * * * * * 


: 52. The same paper does not view with favor the appointment 
ppointment 
Schools, Orissa Division, to conduct th 
Middle English, Middle Vernacular and Upper Primary Scholarship 
aminations in that division, and remarks that most of the examiners 


are gentlemen of very poor education. In its opinion these foreigners 


should have been excluded local . 
bb etme ad ae as local men of superior merit were available. 


ifferent view, and is of opinion that the Joint-Inspector 
Clously by appointing a new set of examiners, _ - 


ee mh 


Uria and Narasamvdd, however, holds a 


Unra aD 
NAVASAMVAD. 


Dec, 12th, 1888. 


SamvaD BaHIKA, 
Dec, 20th, 1888. 


UrcaL Drrika, 


Dec. 22nd, 1888. 


Ural Dirixa. 


of examiners in Of examiners by the Joint-Inspector of — 


SiceaR, 
Deo, Sist, 1583. 


(: 86° ) 
Assam: Papers. 


ae silat. 58. The Silchar, of the 8lst December, 
PP yy | Mr. Westland. referriog to the transfer of Mr. FitzPatrick 
from Assam, observes as follows :— 


“ Assam is certainly an unfortunate country. We have missed a 
jewel. Why did God give us the jewel if He would take it away from us 
so soon ? But it is useless to mourn for what must go away. Let us now 
make ourselves happy with the thought that Mr. FitzPatrick jis getting 
a promotion. Reader, our Chief Commissioner has become the Resident; 
of Hyderabad, and is therefore leaviug us. He has inaugurated some good 
measures, and whether or not those measures will be brought to a satis- 
factory termination must now be a matter of doubt.” : 


54. Mr. Westland, Comptroiler-General, who has been appointed 
Mr. Westland as Chief Commis. 98 Chief Commissioner of Assam in place of 
sioner of Assam. Mr. FitzPatrick, is not a bad man. But 
whether or not he will prove as largehearted as Mr. FitzPatrick. is not. 
known. " 


55. The same paper, referring to the condition of the coolies 


iia 8686 ee gardens of Assam, observes as 
follows :— 

The condition of the coolies who do not sign agreements is good 
that of the old coolies bad, and that of the new coolies extremely miserable, 
Speaking generally, the condition of the coolies from Bengal is better than 
that of the coolies from any other province. Tnese Bengali coolies. are. 
shrewd and intelligent, and so they can manage to make their lot more. 
endurable than the ccolies from the districts of Arrah, Ghazipore, Bankoora,. 
and Birbhoom. Another cause of the miserable condition of the. coolies,.as.a 
body, is their addiction to country liquor, of which there is no want in the 
town of Cachar, where there are so many as five shops selling that article. 
In the jungle tracts of Cachar, liquorshops may be seen at the distance of 
every three miles. Then there is the pachwai, which is very cheap, a bottle. 
costing only an anna or two. Country liquor sells at 4 annas’ per bottle 
Cachar may therefore be very properly described as a country flooded with ; 
liquors A system of monopoly is therefore indispensable for it. For an 


further cheapening of liquor will be followed by the extinction of the 
coolies as a class. 


56. The same paper refers to the case of Baboo Gopi Moban De 


Mr. Fullerton and the head-cons- Of Dayanmukh in Cachar, and observes ‘as: 


Does not the secret correspondence between Mr. Geidt, Magistrate 
of Naogaon, in whose Court Gopi Mohan was tried, and Mr. Fullerton, 
Assistant Superintendent of Police, Naogaon, who was angry with Gopi 
Mohan simply because he once refused to procure milk for him, show to 
what extent meanness and partiality for their own countrymen prevail 
ve Englishmen ? Say, reader, how can a. poor head-constable like 
Gopi Mohan escape from the hands of such enemies? Poor Gopi Mohan 
has not got back his post, although he has been pronounced innocent by the 
Magistrate who tried his case. What vindictiveness this on the part of 
Mr. Fullerton ? He dismissed Gopi Mohan simply because the latter 


refused to procure milk for him. Gopi Mohan has now appealed to the. 


Chief Commissioner, and it is hoped that the Chief Commissioner will do 
justice to him, ; 


Mr. Fullerton has been made District Superintendent of. Police 
Cachar, and quite a panic has taken possession of the officers of the Cachar 


( 387 


Police, who are apprehending dismissal at the bands of Mr. Fullerton every 
moment. The members of the Cachar Police should not forget the fate of 
poor Gopi Mohan, and they should never demand from Mr. Fullerton pay- 
ment for any milk which they may be required to supply to Mr. Fullerton. 

Mr. Fullerton has escaped this time simply because Assam is a most 
backward province. If this case occurred elsewhere, he would have been 
taught a good lesson. 

The present Chief Commissioner of Assam is a man of ability, who 
likes to see things for himself, and who is not led away by whut the high 
officials under him say. He never hesitates to point out faults in whom- 
soever they may be found, and, unlike Mr. Ward, he is not in the habit of 
recording resolutions flattering to his officials. He is earnestly entreated 
to do justice in the case. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Transtator. 
BENGALI TRaNstsToR’s OFrFice, 


The 12th January 1889, 
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